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584 THE JOUBNAL OF PHILOSOPHY 

the significance of La Mettrie as a biological philosopher. The appendix 
and notes contain merely a dialectical comparison of the materialism of 
the author with such theories as those of Descartes, Hobbes, and Holbach. 
It is an attempt of the blind to lead the blind. The book would be more 
valuable with nothing but the text. 

F. C. Becker. 
Columbia University. 

The Training of Children. John Wirt Dinsmore. New York: Amer- 
ican Book Company. 1912. Pp. 336. 

Mr. Dinsmore's object in writing this book is "to prepare for 
country and village teachers a work in the development and training of 
the mind that would contain the essential facts of psychology so plainly 
and simply expressed that any person might grasp their meaning without 
too frequent appeal to the dictionary. ... It is intended to furnish sound 
instruction based upon well-known and fundamental truths to those who 
are engaged in training children either in the home or in the common 
school." The book is written in two parts, the first part dealing with 
children prior to school age and the second with school life. It treats of 
such topics as proper clothing, colds, corporal punishment, the time for 
telling stories, forms of worship, the nature of evil, etc., as well as psy- 
chological facts such as the physiological basis of mental activity, the 
laws of memory, the development of perception, will, etc. 

The book is a mixture of psychology, common sense observation of 
children, and moral platitudes. The style is poor and the selection and 
arrangement of topics leaves much to be desired. The reviewer is doubt- 
ful of the soundness of some of the instruction afforded when such state- 
ments as the following appear : " The chief aims of training the perceptive 
faculties are Keenness of Observation, Accuracy of Inspection, Clear 
Definitions, and Wholesome Ambitions." " If we read a description of a 
flower or of a sunset, we must be able to form a mental picture of the 
one or the other, else the description will mean nothing to us." " The 
child sees a light and tries to grasp it ; if he succeeds it burns him. The 
next time he will avoid it. This is his reasoning : ' The light hurt me 
when I touched it ; this is a light, therefore it will hurt me if I touch it ; 
I will not touch it.' " " Children should be fully instructed as to the 
evil effects that are certain to follow the indulgence of anger, hatred, 
revenge, and all evil passions." Despite its defects the book is written 
with an earnestness of purpose that attracts attention. The practical 
suggestions offered for the training of children may prove of service to 
those who have had no experience in the work. 

Naomi Norswohthy. 
Teachers College. 
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THE AMERICAN JOURNAL OF PSYCHOLOGY. April, 1913. 
Introspection in Dementia Precox (pp. 145-170) : Edwin G. Boring. - Vic- 
tims of dementia precox can give introspective evidence of the general 



